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As part of an administrators' workshop, participants

responded to a guestionnaire dealing with knowledge and awareness of
the new social studies. One year later a followup guestionnaire
assessed recent activities toward knowledge, awareness, and
implementation. A comparison of results on the guestionnaires for the
extent of use of five national curriculum projects showed a marked
increase in usage. Pollowup assessments also showed an increased
familiarity with the Social Science Education Consortium's Curriculum
Materials Analysis System {CHAS), The Educational Resources
tnformation Center Clearinghouse for Social Studies (BRIC/ChESS), and
the Social Studies Curriculum Guidelines developed by the National
Council for the Social Studies. When asked about general attitudes
toward the workshop, new information gained, and impressions of
workshop activities, the participants were equally positive in the -
posttest and followup. When gueried about dissemination activities
and implementation of new curriculum, 14 out of 18 of the
administrators indicated positive activities in the followup
guestionnaire. The results indicated that the workshop had a positive
and lasting impact on administrators' knowledge of and attitudes
tovard the new social studies. (Author/DE)
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BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION o ;\\m\\J\B\,\‘.

The Secondary Administrators' Social Science Conference
was held at the Saint Rose College from Tuesday, June 19,
through Tuesday, June 26, 1973. The overall purpose of the
conference was "to upgrade the level of knowledge nf new
soclal science curricula and of new methods of social science
instruction" (Herlihy, 1972). Parallel objectives of the
conference were "to develop a background in the 'new social
studies,' in needs assessment, in curricula analysis, and
in implementation practices and procedures" (Herlihy, 1972).
Specifically, the secondary curricula included in the new
methods in the social sciences were the following:
1. Anthropology Curriculum Study Project
2. Sociological Resources for the Sociesl Studies
3. Bigh School Geography Project
4. American Political Behavior
5. Man: A Course of Study
In order to assess the participant's knowledge of the
new social studies, selected curriculum materials, data
sources, and overall attitudes toward the workshop; a gquest-
ionnaire was devised and administered on the last day of the
workshop. Responses were tabulated and repcrted for all
conference participants (N =20).
A second device, which asked most of the same questions
but also asked for overall attitudes about the werkshop and

activities related to implementation, was mailed to conference
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participants in April - May of 1974. Responses were tab-

ulatad and reported for all questionnaires received in the
mailed follow-up (N = 18).

This report abstract presents comparative data on
participant attitudes from the post-conference questionnaire,

and mailed follow-up relative to stated project cbjectives.

RESULTS

The first area assessed by the questionnaifes asked
the confersnce participants to indicate on a five point scale

(not at all to throughout the system) the extent to which the

five curricula were being used in their schools.
are summarized in Table 1.

The responses

e ICULA Aq“
EXTzNT TO WHICH CUKR ARS
BEING—U%ED IN PARTICIPANT'S SCHOOLS

Flve Point Scale

Araz . % i+ =
s oo T, B2 3 1%
2 gmoigleciont RSt ralobns b 5 2 8 0
gy e 048
Gogmeniem e R, R OE 3 8
%, Man: A Course of Study Folﬁngup ig g g g i

The five point scale was: 1, not at all; 2, in one or two

02004

o



classes; 3, in about half of the schocls and classes; 4,
in a majority of the schools and claa;es; 5, throughout the
system. The figures in Table 1 show rather conclusively
that these curricula were not in wide use in participant's
schools. The follow-up data shows a rather marked decrease

in the not at all category, with a trend ir other areas

that would seem to suggest that more of the participant's

schools are now either usiné or investigating these curricula.
The data summarized in Table 2 asks participants to what

extent they were familiar with the three curriculum materiale

analysis systems.

. Teble 2.
FAMILIARITY WITH CURRICULUN MATZRIALS ANALYSIS SYSTEM

Five Point Scal

=]
=

1 2 2 4 5
Sociel Studles Consortlum Post 2 ] 1 13 -~ 3
gurriculun Anelysls Systems Follow=-up O 0 2 12 4
Michaells Cur. -tculur Post 2 6 4 T 1
Materlals Analysls System Follow-up @2 5 4 . 6 h
Indiana Council for the | |
Soclal Studles Modification Post 1l 0 2 9 8
of the Social Studles Con- Follow=-up 2 1l 3 6 6

sortium Curriculum Analysis
Systen

Familiarity with these three systems was one objective of the

conference. The following five point scale was used:

1. Very unfemililer
2., Unfamiliar

3. ULncertuln

4, Famillar

5. Very famillar
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The participant's ratings differ only slightly from the post:
agsessment to the follow-up assessment on these three items.
However, on the Social Studies Consortium Curriculum Analysis
Systems item, participants show an increased level of fam-
iliarity with these materials ae compared to the post-conference
assessment.

The data shown in Table 3 asked participants to rate
the extent to which selected categories were likely to be

major categories in a curriculum materials analysis system.

N o Table 3
o "§£?LNT ?Q WEIQH SaLSCTeL MAJOR CATLGORIES
L%s LIK=LY TO Ba LiCLUDaD I s CURRICULUN RATZRIALS ANALYSIS

-

o ‘ Five Point vesie
Caterory 1 2 3 4 5
Rationale Post 11 3 0 2 4
(1) Follow-up 9 2 1l 2 5
Objectives Post 12 4 0 1 3
(1) Follow=-up 9 3 1 2 3
Costs Post 8 3 1

(1) Follow=-up 9 0 4 ? 2~
Learning Theory  Fost 4 6 3 3 4
(4) Follow-up 3 5 1 4 5
Teachlng Post 1l 3 1 3 2
?igategies Follow=up 12 2 0 4 0
Tests for "Post 3 6 2 9 0
?ggéents Follow=up 0 10 3 1 4

Particlpants responded on the five point scale below:

1. Very frecquently
2., Frecquenily

%. Uncertaln

4., Infrequently

%, Very infreguently
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The responses of expert Jud: oo wr: lven 1n parentheses in
the table under each item. Thoe Jata summarized in the table
differs only slightly, wheithor rost assessment or follovw-up
ascessnent 18 examined, Two uvaceptlonsy however, of Teach-
ing Stratogles and Test for otuivnts, changed markedly ln
the direction cf experti opluicne on the follow-up assessment,
The data in Table 4 wrn used to assess the extent (o
vhich participants werc fwi.illar with certaln data sources

for Social Studles zducatlion,

Five Point Scale
stetements ; 1 2 3 4 5

Review of Soclal Studies

Projects in Social Zduca- 3 1l 8 7 Post
tion issues (Anril, 1970 3 2 2 5 6 Follow=-up
and I‘;OVQ’ 1972)
Soclal Studres Currlculum 2 1 1 12 4 Post
waterlals Lata Boox o) 1 2 11 4 Follow=-up
ZRIC/CHZSS 5 5 2 6 2 Fost

0 2 3 5 8 Follow-up
Eandbook of Research on
Teaching (Ch. 29, 2ad 5 7 12 3 3 Fost
rdition) 1l 5 T 3 2 Follow=up
Social Studles =ducatlional 2 3 1l 11 3 Fost
Consortium 1 2 2 9 4 Follow-up
Social Studlies Curriculum
Guldelines, developed by 1l 2 a 10 5 Fost
NC33 Taskforce, in Soolal (0] 0 2 9 7 Follow-up

=ducation issue (Dec.,
T971,.
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The followlng five poilnt tcale was 2mploycd:
1, Very unfamiliar
2. Unfarilliar
3. Uncertaln
4, Familiar
5. Very famillar
A very clear upward trend was noted in the two arecas of
1. =IC/CHESS
and

2, Social Studles Curriculum Guidellnes,
developed by the NCSS taskforce.

juch a trend would appear to suggest that thesc data sources
were being used or investigated by participants between the
post end follow-up assessments; perhaps, more so than other
data sources surveyed,

The post-conference and follow-up cuestionnalres also

contzined nine staterzents uscd to excmine overall particlpent

recactions to the vorxshop.

Trhe Tirst four guestions acked the perticipants the
smount of new information thsy galned relative to new soclal
science curricula, nends assessment, currlcule materials an-
elysis, and implementation practice and procedure. The
participents’ responses show very little difference between
post-assessment and follow-up assessment, although resgonses
are still generally poslitlive.

Statements five through nine asked for participant
ratincs on various Information related to their impresslions
of the workshop activities. On statements five and nine,

the participsnts' ratings show a trend toward positive
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Tuble 5

OVzRALL RIACTION T0O THE WORKUHOP

. Five Folint fenle
Statement 4 Hyg folnt Legle
1. The anount of new lnformatlon 0 1 5 5 9 TFoat
(skills) I nave galned rclatlve |
to new soecial sclence curricula O 1l 8 4 Follow-up
was
2. The amount of new Information 1 4 9 4 3 Post
(akills) I have galned relative
to necds assessment was 1 2 8 5 2 Follow=-up
3. The smount of new informatlon 2 1 1 9 T Post
(sx11lls) I have _alned relatlve
to curriculun wmaverlals annlysls O 2 9 2 5 Follow-up
W&s
4. The anount of new Informatlon 0 2 6 Post
(sx1lls) I have ralned relatlve
to innlementation nractlce and 2 3 4 Follow-up
1A QUL bl il
5, The cxtent to which I will 0 0 3 8 9 Fost
vrobably uca tals Inforuaction
(technigue or sxill) 1s 0 0 1 7 10 Follow-up
6. The cossibilily that come of 1 1 1l 5 12 Fost
tha now social sclence currl-
cula will be used 1n schools 0 2 5 5 6 Follow=-up
with which I cn associzted 1s
7. In terms of professional inm- 0 2 1l 6 11 Fost
portance to me, thls workshop was O 1 3 7 7 Follovw=-up
8., The extent to which this work- 1 0 4 9 € Fost
chop hes prspered me to mzXie
curriculun declslons nas been 0 2 3 T & Follow=-up
9, Conmpareac to other workshops I 0 2 3 6 9 Post
have ettendeé, this workshop
has been 0 0 7 5 € Follow=-up

weale - Items 1,

IJtem 5
Item € -

Itexn 9

slim/averace/crect

02009

never/occesionally/frequently

not ctimulating/aversge/stinulating

2, 3, 4, and € - .inimcl/everage/considerable

bt ot ot b it 1 mbaraa
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receblons related t0 the use of inforaatlon presented at the

gonfsrence, and generel couparison of this workshop to others,
In acdition to the more formal ratings, partlelpaonts

vere askud to respond to two open-onded qQuestlons on the

follov-u» questlonnalre. The sreas assessed were intended

to provide direcct information related to speclfic dlssceminatlon

or implementation. The first questlon was!

1. Please describe any informational or clssemlination
cctivities that you conducted on "new soclal sclence”
materiols or other related informatlion as a result of
the Administrator's Confercnce, (meetings, curriculunm
conmittees, study groups, reports, vislts, materials,
informatlon sources, basic documcnts, etc,)

curriculum committee

departmental presentatlons

2 peclonn) sootin oo (0 enuiitien)

12 inscrvice classes for teachers

spoke with all soclal studles teechers

precented &t sociel studles curriculum meetlngs

conplete cdocumentation of cll conference rateriels
to tecchers

inscrvice of two curriculum projlects

using LACOS on en experimental basls

zateriels presented to all soclal studles tcachers

confercnce meteriels recommended to Zoard

revenping all soclal studles programs in our school

implerented Arericen Folitlcal Behavior

used metericls et teacher worishops

none = on leave of absence

none

none

none

The Second questlon was:

2. Plemse describe any lmplcmentation efforts for this
year, or plans or budgeted efforts for next year, :
relative to the above five curricula (or other curricula).
trials, pllots, use of part of one or more of the curriculs

inplementation of Geography into Freshmen classes
smerican Folltical Behavior now being used :
smerican Folitical Behavior implemented in 11th grade

ERIC 01070




NACOS bedng used as & pilot projuct

pilot study of all projucts ror inplcementation
next year

Tattorns of Human History ordered by teachers

have imnlemented Geopraphy in an Urban Age

application for follow-up rinds to &ld dissuminetion
some materlsls have been purchased for study
purchased 2ll conferaence materlials for our library
proposal made to Board of =ducatlon

purchaced unlts on Geography

none - lecve of ubcence

none

-aone

none
none
none
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